[Relation between the HLA system and the development of asbestosis fibrosis in a group of workers exposed to asbestos].
The various studies which have dealt up to the present with a possible relationship between asbestosis and HLA groups have led to differing conclusions. The present study evaluated this relationship by comparison of 57 workers with asbestosis confirmed radiologically (minimum S1 type opacities) and functionally (VC and/or DuaCO less than 88%) with 58 controls from the same population. In a second phase, statistical analysis involved the combination of these cases with those reported in the literature, estimating the mean relative risk and, for each gene, the heterogeneity of the results thus collected. No relation was found between class I (A and B) HLA antigens and asbestosis. The authors suggest extension of this study to class II (DR) and III (components of complement) antigens and to seek possible links between combinations of antigens and the development of asbestosis.